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WELL, MASTER 
OAFFAR, WHAT 
OlO YOU BRING 
US THIS TIME? 


THE BEST 
QUALITY, 
AS ALWAYS, 
MY LORO 
STEWARD. / 


LEAVING YOU BECAUSE YOU KNOW 


FIRST CHOICE THE GOVERNOR IS YOUR 
AS WELL, OF BEST CUSTOMER, YOU 
COURSE. : OLO MISER. 


GOOD. I NEED SIX GALLEY [SHALL DELIVER 
SLAVES ANDO FIVE FOR THEM TO THE PALACE 
OUR MARBLE QUARRIES. BEFORE NOON, MY 
AT THE USUAL PRICE, LORO STEWARD, 
PLUS MY COMMISSION, 
OBVIOUSLY. 


BARBARIANS, | THINK. A CARAVAN 
ORIVER FOUNO THEM IN THE GREAT 
OESERT, OYING OF THIRST ANDO 
EXHAUSTION, ANO SOLD THEM 


TO ME A MONTH AGO. 


HMM... BARBARIANS 
MAKE GOOD FIGHTERS 
BUT FRACTIOUS 
SLAVES. STILL, | NEED 
ANOTHER COUPLE 
OF 'FUGITIVES’ 

FOR THE HUNTING 
TRIAL IN TWO DAYS. 
I'LL GIVE YOU 20 
PIECES FOR 


STRANGE... WHAT 
COULO THEY HAVE 
BEEN DOING SO FAR 
SOUTH? SHIPWRECKED, 
SAILORS, NO 
OOUBT. 


TWENTYPIP 
FEEDING THEM 
AND NURSING THEM 
BACK TO HEALTH 
COST ME MORE THAN 
THAT! MAKE IT 45 

SILVER PIECES! 


BM FoR camer! you 
MUST BE SOKING: 
25 PIECES. 


IT'8 50, 
ANO THAT'S 
MY FINAL 
SO BE IT — 
BECAUSE IT’S YOU, 
MY LORD. BUT YOU ARE, 
RIPPING OUT MY HEART, 


ANYWAY, WHAT DO. 
YOU EXPECT ME TO 00 
WITH THEM? THEY CAN 

HAROLY STAND, AND 
ONE OF THEM IS 


p ONLY A CHILO! 


WITH A FEW 
OAYS OF REST 
ANO PLENTY OF 

FOOD, THEY'LL BE 
THE PICTURE OF 
HEALTH, MY LORD 
STEWARD. I'LL LET 
YOU HAVE THEM 
BOTH FOR SO 
PIECES OF SILVER. 
A STEAL AT THAT 
PRICE. 


4 / EVERY TIME IT GETS RIPPED 
SY OUT — WHICH IS ALL THE TIME 


— THAT HEART OF YOURS MASTER 


FOR A MONTH YOU'VE KEPT 
ME AWAY FROM MY WIFE ANO 
CHILOREN. IF THE GOOS WILL IT, 
| SHALL BE THAT MAN’S SLAVE. 
AT LEAST LET ME HOLO MY 
FAMILY ONE LAST TIME. 


EITHER THE STEWARD HERE WILL 
BUY THEM TOO ANO YOU'LL 
SEE EACH OTHER AGAIN, OR 
THEY’LL BE SOLD TO OTHER 
MASTERS ANO YOU NEVER 
WILL. SO, WHAT FOR? 


THEY ARE WHA 

IS MOST PRECIOUS 
TO ME. DON’T 
YOU EVER FEEL 
COMPASSION? 


OAFFAR... 


| AM A SLAVE MERCHANT, LIKE 
MY FATHER BEFORE ME, ANO HIS 
FATHER BEFORE HIM. THE FIRST 
THING THEY TAUGHT ME IS THAT A 
SLAVE MERCHANT MUST NEVER 
FEEL ANYTHING FOR HIS 
MERCHANDISE. TAKE THEM 

= AWAY, BEMBA! 


WHAT DIO | TELL YOU? 
THOSE BARBARIANS ARE 
COMPLICATED PEOPLE. 


THIS WAY, MY LORO 
STEWARD. WOMEN 
ANO CHILOREN 


HMM... THE MOTHER ISN'T 
BAD, BUT SHE’S TOO OLD, 
ANDO THE CHILOREN TOO 


0 BE CURIOUS TO SEE AREN'T SUPPOSEO YOUNG. WHO'S THE LITTLE 
THE FAMILY THAT'S SO TO BE SOLD BEFORE ’ REOHEAD? 
IMPORTANT TO HIM. THIS AFTERNOON, , 


BUT FOR YOU... 


I THINK SHE'S 
THE SISTER OF THE 
YOUNG BARBARIAN 
YOU SUST BOUGHT 

WITH THE OLDER 
ONE. 


/ NO, CONT OAMAGE 
HER. I'LL TAKE 
HER. 


SHE'LL NEED PLUMPING UP A BIT, © | WHAT SORT OF MONSTERS ARE YOU 
oy ee hie ina TO BUY AND SELL HUMAN BEINGS? } © 
LOIERS ARE ALWAYS COMPLAINING | 
ABOUT THE LACK OF FAIR-SKINNEO { pies al PURUITIRE OR A DOG? 
WOMEN IN THEIR BROTHELS. IWILL NEVER LET YOU 


THE GOVERNOR ASKED 
ME TO FINO HIM A BIRTHOAY GET WN THERE HOU TWO! 
PRESENT FOR HIS SON ANG MOVE Ti SOS 
HERACLIUS’S EIGHTEENTH BO00 TIMES OF BEING 
BIRTHOAY. I HAVE A FEELING ee eee 
THIS FIERY-HAIREO 
PANTHER WILL 00 
SUST FINE. 


I’M HUNGRY. 
WHEN OO THEY 
FEED US? 


AS IF WE WEREN'T 
WEAK ENOUGH AL- 
REAOY. YOUR WORLD 
IS A GRIM PLACE, 
THORGAL. | LIKED 
MINE BETTER. 


TELL 


THEY DON'T FEED THE 
FUGITIVES FOR TWO DAYS 
BEFORE THE HUNT. SUST 
A LITTLE STAGNANT 
WATER TO ORINK. 


THEY WANT 
TO STARVE 
us? 


EVERY THREE MONTHS, 
THE YOUNG NOBLES OF 
THE GOVERNOR’S COURT 
WHO HAVE REACHED 18 

TAKE THEIR OFFICER EXAMS. 
ONE OF THE TRIALS IS TO 
CHASE ANO SHOOT SOME 

$0-CALLED FUGITIVES. 


IT'S A TEST OF THEIR 
SKILL WITH A BOW BUT 
ALSO AWAY TO GET 
THEM USED TO KILLING, 
AS ANY GOOD SOLDIER 


us Aeout \f 
THAT HUNT, 
OLO MAN. 


WE ARE. CONVICTED 
CRIMINALS, WOUNDED 
PRISONERS OF WAR, SLAVES 
WHO’VE GROWN TOO OLD 
LIKE ME, OR BARBARIANS 
LIKE YOU. 


| WAS A SLAVE AT THE PALACE FOR 30 
YEARS. TOMORROW, THE GOVERNOR'S 
SON, WHO SUST TURNED 18 ANO WHO 
USED TO SIT ON MY LAP AS A CHILO, 
WILL PUT ME DOWN WITHOUT A 

HINT OF REMORSE. 


MY SON IS IN THE GOLDEN 
CHARIOT. | HOPE HE’LL 
BRING ME HONOUR. 


HERACLIUS HAS PROVEN 

THE BEST ARCHER FOR 

THE LAST TEN YEARS, 
EXCELLENCY. 


REMEMBER THE RULES. THERE ARE 
TWELVE OF YOU, AND EACH ARCHER HAS SIX 
ARROWS. THOSE OF YOU WHO SURVIVE WILL 
EARN THEIR FREEDOM. BUT DON'T GET ANY 
IDEAS — THAT NEVER HAPPENS. 


YOU CAN GIVE THE YE 
SIGNAL, TIBRUS. 


ANO HERE COME 
THE PREY! MY STEWARD 
TOLO ME THERE WERE TWO 


BARBARIANS AMONG : 
Dew 
CPE bocennnuset. 

a) 


YOU HAVE ONE 
MINUTE TO SPREAD 
OUT BEFORE THE 
HUNT BEGINS. 


WE DON’T STAND A 
CHANCE. | WON'T EVEN 
HAVE THE STRENGTH TO 
MAKE IT TO THE CLIFF. 


ple e 


THe e'S ALAS 
~ A CHANCE. THE 


pete TRICK 1S TO 
S| seize ir at tHe 
RIGHT TIME, STAY 
WITH ME. 


B 


HERACLIUS, MY BOY, DON'T 
YOU RECOGNISE ME? IT'S 
ME, OLO MELAS... 


UTI... 


>| 


HE’S COMING 
BACK... 


TRY TO STAY re, ; er é | , y WAIT... WHAT'S THE 

BEHIND COVER, -— =a MEANING OF THISIP... 

TIAGO... - - sae SS. 1 , THIS WASN'T SUPPOSED 
\ ; ee : TO HAPPEN! 


0... O10 
YOU SEE THAT, 
~ TIBRUSIZ. 


| O10, EXCELLENCY. 
IT'S... HOW CAN | PUT 
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you 

AAAAHH... NO-O- ONLY HAVE 
0, MERCY... AAA- ONE ARROW 
AAAAAHH! PERHAPS WE 
SHOULO— 


s 
RETREAT? 
BEFORE THAT 
BARBARIAN? 


NEVER! 
FORWARO!! 


SOUND THE END OF 
THE HUNT! SOUND THE 
» ENO OF THE HUNT! 


i TWO YOUNG NOBLES KILLED, ¥ 
A THIRO ONE INSURED, AS 


WELL AS A DRIVER. THIS | \, 
HUNTING TRIAL HAS COST US. LORO! \ 
DEARLY. BUT THE LAW IS A wail conc a 
bp THE LAW: THE FIVE OF | 

YOU ARE FREE 


WHAT ABOUT YOU, BARBARIAN? ye ] MY WIFE, MY CHILOREN, 
WHAT ELSE 00 YOU WANT, : AS A SLAVE? t > . _/ ANO MY COMPANION'S SISTER 
BESIDES YOUR FREEDOM, Z| ek J WERE SOLD YESTERDAY IN 
FOR HAVING SPARED MY | [) YOUR CITY. BUY THEM BACK 
SON'S LIFE? 4 é | ay MAN ANO AN ANO ALLOW US TO LIVE 
DA WA ARCHER. ON WITH THEM. axel 
a A \J ONE CONDITION mp 


NOTHING BUT 
TO REMAIN AT 
YOUR SERVICE, 
MY LORO. 


GOVERNOR. yf 


7." r j . = WHAT A LOAD OF NONSENSE, 
WHY WOULO | { j RBARIAN... NEVERTHELESS, PROVE 
BURDEN MYSELF g q i | TO US THAT YOUR SKILL WITH A BOW 
WITH SLAVES FOR pe ' \ WASN'T MERELY DUE TO LUCK, ANO | 
Noles ee NO 7 I | ae MIGHT GRANT YOU YOUR WISH. 


BECAUSE MY 
CHILOREN AREN'T 


POWERS THAT WILL 
SURPRISE YOU. 
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TAKE MINE INSTEAD, 
- AS WELL AS MY OWN 
ARROWS. THEY'RE THE 
THAT BOW IS BEST IN THE PALACE. 


3 WORTHLESS, jeeesae | OWE YOU THAT MUCH, 
BARBARIAN. Ze AFTER ALL. 


I THANK YOU FOR | at HURRY UP, 
THIS HONOUR, LORO_ |, ¢ ‘ : BARBARIAN. 
HERACUIUS, BUT | OON'T VN Ges" j THE GOVERNOR, 
FEEL WORTHY OF IT. 7 j ane py |S WATING. 
| WILL MAKE 00 WITH AN 4.) 3 i \ ; 
ORDINARY BOW 
IN, ANO ARROW: 
“a 


WHAT IS 
THIS? 


YOU HAVE 
A TARGET, SIX 
ARROWS, ANO 
VERY LITTLE TIME 
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THE SMOKE... = / AAAAHHH... 
| CAN'T SEE { IM BURNING!... 
fe I'M BURNING!... 


ANY MORE... 


==_N 


YOUR HANDS! 
OVE YOUR HAN 


be / THEY'LL PAY FOR 

THIS, TIAGO. | PROM- 
ISE YOU THEY'LL 

BPAY FOR IT. 


BRAVO! 
BRAVO! 


4Ou YOU UNDERSTOOD IMMEDIATELY THAT THE WOOD 
PROVEO VERY OF THE BOW HERACLIUS MEANT TO GIVE YOU HAD A 
PERCEPTIVE, NEARLY INVISIBLE CRACK. HE WAS ALSO THE ONE WHO 
BARBARIAN. | SUGGESTED TO HIS FATHER USING YOUR FRIEND AS 
THE TARGET. IT WILL NOT SURPRISE YOU, THEREFORE, 


HE'S NOT THE ONLY 
ONE HERE WHO HATES 
YOU. COME AND 
SEE THIS... 
re 


vy CPUs Tinie 
pth | 4 fa 
BY THE GODS! nner ‘ YOUR COMPANIONS, 
mi WHO ARE THOSE > THOSE WHO WERE GRANTED 
We. POOR MEN? = “| THEIR FREEDOM BY THE 
Bs DA GOVERNOR. AS YOU CAN 
See, THe ONT Ger 


THE NOBLES FROM YES. YOU'LL SEE 


THE COURT WILL NEVER 5 
FORGIVE YOU FOR THE ee 
DEATHS OF TWO OF THEIR |g ance 
SONS.THEY CONSIDER YOU j 
THE MAIN CULPRIT IN) THOSE 
DEATHS. AT LEAST BY 


PLACING YOURSELF 

IN THE GOVERNOR'S 

SERVICE, YOU'RE 

SHIELDED FROM THEIR 

VENGEANCE — FOR 
Now. 


AS LONG AS YOU 
AND YOUR COMPANION 
REMAIN UNDER HIS 

PROTECTION, YOU'RE 
SAFE. BUT IF YOU 
EVER LEAVE THE 
PALACE... 


| WOULD NEVER 

LEAVE WITHOUT MY 

FAMILY ANYWAY. HAVE 
YOU FOUND THEM? 
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AS YOU CAN 


EA SEE, KEEP MY fo 


PROMISES. 


THAT'S INTERESTING. 
IT COULD BE QUITE 
HANOY FOR DISARM- 4 


ING ENEMY TROOPS... 
HERE, KIO... 


IT'S YOUR TURN TO 
KEEP YOURS. THOSE MAGIC 
POWERS YOU CLAIM YOUR 

CHILOREN HAVE — WHAT 
__ARE THEY? 


MY SON 
SOLAN CAN 
MAKE OBJECTS 
DISAPPEAR. 


THAT'S WHAT | THOUGHT. Tw) aaa LET ME GO, YOU 
ENOUGH NONSENSE — — rt DON'T LET THEM THIG! | WANT TO GO 


TAKE THOSE SLAVES : SEPARATE US } TO MY HUSBAND, 
BACK WHERE YOU Sha . Al | ww m 
FOUND THEM. ; 


> 


THAT WASN'T BAD, 
BARBARIAN. $0, WHAT 
OOES YOUR LITTLE 
GIRL OOP DOES 


O10... OID YOU SEE J) 
THAT, TIGRUSPIP 


| O10, EXCELLENCY. AND 
| BELIEVE I UNDERSTAND, 
TOO. THAT BOY DOES 
HAVE THE POWER TO MAKE 
OBJECTS DISAPPEAR BUT 
ONLY WHEN SEIGED BY 
A STRONG EMOTION. 
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FORGIVE ME, LORO, BUT LOOK AT THE FINE PRESENT ) % 


WHERE IS MY SISTER? YOU 
PROMISED TO BUY HER 

BACK TOO. WHERE < 
IS ILENIYAP f 


FOR MY BIRTHOAY. | ALWAYS 
WANTED TO HAVE A WILD 
ANIMAL AS A PET. 


# 1 HAD TO MUGGLE HER, BECAUSE (I TIAGO, STOP! DON'T/EY 
SHE KEEPS SAYING NASTY 00 ANYTHING | 

THINGS. SHE BITES, TOO. i 

> BUT I'LL TAME HER. 


SIT OOWN, 
YOU, OR 
ELSE... THERE, 
GOOD. 


WHAT SORCERY } 

WILL THAT LITTLE | \ OON'T WE GIVE HIM A LESSON, 
WILO CHILO OF / HERACLIUS: SHE | HMM? WHAT 00 YOU THINK? 
YOURS ENTERTAIN / CAN CONVERSE | +e e 7 


US WITH? quae WITH ANIMALS. | ant 


’AH... AN EXCELLENT Jp 
ica, MY BOY. | 


IT COULD PROVE 
AMUSING. 
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THE FIVE OF YOU WILL LIVE HERE. 
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR 
HONOURED YOU GREATLY BY MAKING 


YOU HIS MASTER ARCHER. 4OU WILL 4 


TEACH YOUR ART TO OUR 
YOUNG NOBLES. < 


TO ENSURE THEY 
WILL NOT MISS THEIR 
VICTIMS OURING YOUR 

HUNTING TRIALS? 


YOU AREN'T HERE TO SUOGE OUR CUSTOMS, 
BARBARIAN. YOU'RE HERE TO OBEY YOUR 
MASTER. YOU MAY NO LONGER BE A SLAVE, 
BUT DON'T FORGET THE FATE THAT AWAITS 

YOU IF YOU LEAVE THE PALACE. 
—_——_ 


YOUR WIFE ANO CHILOREN, 
HOWEVER, ARE THE GOVERNOR’S 
PROPERTY. THEY WILL LIVE WITH 
YOU, BUT REMEMBER THAT YOU 
HAVE NO RIGHTS OVER THEM. 
ESPECIALLY NOT THAT OF 
TAKING THEM WITH YOU IF 

YOU DECIDED TO GO. 
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| DON'T KNOW. 
THE GOVERNOR 
GD 
‘ WITH YOUR 
FOR HIM. PERMISSION, 
; HE'LL BE MY 
\ ASSISTANT. 


AS YOU WISH. I'LL 
HAVE CLOTHES ANO 
FOOD BROUGHT TO 

YOU, AS WELL AS 

WATER TO WASH. 


WHAT ABOUT MY SISTERI? 
SUST KNOWING THAT SHE'S 
THAT DEGENERATE KIO’S 
PLAYTHING MAKES ME WANT 


ALL IN ALL, WE'RE NOT DOING 
TOO BADLY. WE SHOULD HAVE 
DIEO IN THE DESERT*, YET WE’RE 
ALIVE. TIAGO ANO | ARE FREE 


MEN AGAIN, OR NEAR AS CAN / Mig’ OH, YOU NE TO KILL SOMEONE. 
BE. ANO YOU, MY LOVE, ANO_ # ACTUALLY THINK Voges | : 
OUR CHILOREN, ARE SAFE WE'RE DOING Jaa " i 


AS WELL, TIAGO, 
ANO SHE'S IN THIS 
VERY PALACE. THAT'S 
THE MAIN THING 
FOR NOW. 


THE STEWARD APPEARS WELL-INCLINED 

TOWARDS US. | WILL TRY TO GET HIM TO 

MAKE SURE HERACLIUS DOESN'T MISTREAT 

YOUR SISTER TOO BADLY. UNTIL WE FIND 

A WAY TO LEAVE THIS CITY ANO THIS 
LANO ALL TOGETHER. 


BY BEING OBSERVANT, 
Leave Here? Wl Pont ail A PORT OFFERS 
HAL... | OON'T SEE { MORE POSSIBILITIES OF 
HOW. Ne ESCAPE THAN ANY 
OTHER PLACE. 


Lae ay 


THIS IS THE WORLO THAT AARI- 
CIA ANO I TRIED TO ESCAPE. 


YOUR WORLO IS 


THORGAL, MHERE Wx , UNFORTUNATELY, NO MATTER 
THE WORST ENEMY ~ HOW FAR WE GO, IT KEEPS 
OF MAN ... 15 MAN ro) wn CATCHING UP TO US. 


HIMSELF. 


N 
!’0 ALMOST LOST HOPE WE'D EVER 


YOU WERE YES, AARICIA. AS SOON 
WONDERFUL, BE TOGETHER AGAIN. OO YOU AS WE CAN, WE'LL RE- 
CHILOREN. WE REMEMBER THE PROMISE TURN TO NORTHLAND, 
WOULON'T BE HERE YOU MADE MEP ANO OUR WANDERING 
TOGETHER IF NOT DAYS WILL BE OVER 


FOR YOU. FOR GOOD. 


IT WAS 
EASY FOR ME. 
THOSE BIG BLACK 
CATS WEREN'T 
EXCEPT | NEARLY RUINED VERY HUNGRY, 
EVERYTHING. BUT YOU'LL FORTUNATELY. 
SEE; ONE DAY I'LL LEARN 
HOW TO BETTER CONTROL 
MY POWERS. I'LL BE AS 
STRONG AS MY GREAT- 
GRANOFATHER TANATLOC. 
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IN ORDER TO LEARN HOW TO AIM, 
START BY PLACING YOUR FINGERS ON 
_ THE STRING, A HANO’S WIOTH BELOW, 


es ioe si 
So a) Ny 
@ MR SMW y, 


sass Ss Yess 


YES, GOOD. THEN YOU 
AIM AT THE TARGET BY 
SIGHTING ALONG THE 
LENGTH OF YOUR 
ARROW. 


ALL RIGHT, I’M 
COMING. TIAGO, 


CONTINUE WITH THE 
LESSON, PLEASE. 


WELL, MASTER ARCHER, 
HOW ARE YOUR STUDENTS : EXCELLENCY. 
7 OOING? ey THEY LEARN 
-\. QUICKLY. 


“SS aes Sree 
THE TWO WINNERS IN EACH FIELO 


GOOD, GOOD. THAT'S NOT WHY Ni f 

| SUMMONED YOU, THOUGH. I) A MONTH, i) Va WILL GO TO SERVE THE EMPEROR, 
AS HAPPENS EVERY FIVE YEARS, THE GREAT W7)| A WHICH IS A GREAT HONOUR. THEREFORE, 
MARTIAL TOURNAMENT AMONG THE TEN / I'VE OECIOED THAT FOR THE ARCHERY 
PROVINCES OF THE EMPIRE WILL TAKE PLACE []* oa { P i TOURNAMENT, YOU WILL TEAM UP 


ON THE ISLANO OF SYRENIA. CHARIOT } ey WITH MY SON HERACLIUS. 
RACES, WRESTLING, SWORD FIGHTS, AND i 

ABOVE ALL, AN ARCHERY COMPETITION 
— WITH EACH PROVINCE SENDING TWO 
THLETES FOR EACH DISCIPLINE. 
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A BARBARIAN SUCH AS YOU CANNOT 


UNOERSTANO THIS SORT OF THING... BUT IN) eS IF WE O10, |, 
OUR DISTANT PROVINCE OF PONANT, THE ! 100, WOULD 
FURTHEST PART OF THE EMPIRE, THE FUTURE HAVE TO GO 
OF EVEN A BOY AS GIFTED AS HERACLIUS SERVE YOUR 
WOULD BE LIMITED. WHEREAS, AT EMPEROR? 


THE EMPEROR'S COURT... 


5 YOU WOULD HAVE NO 
(4 / CHOICE — AND NEITHER 

( WOULD I. YOU'D MOST 
LIKELY ENO UP A MEMBER 

OF THE PERSONAL GUARD 


y & ‘. Ea 
A MERE DETAIL, THAT. 


LET'S SEE... OH, 
| KNOW... 


HOWEVER, | WILL GIVE THEM TO HIM BEFORE 
THE TOURNAMENT. THAT WAY, IF YOU WANT 
TO SEE THEM AGAIN, YOU'LL HAVE NO 

CHOICE BUT TO WIN THE COMPETITION WITH 
MY SON. ISN'T THIS A SPLENDID IDEA? 


Wy THE CROWN PRINCE WILL BE ATTENOING 

THE TOURNAMENT. AMONG OTHER 
GIFTS, | WILL OFFER HIM YOUR WIFE 
AND CHILOREN. THEIR LITTLE TRICKS 
WILL AMUSE THE COURT. 


di) 


VERY WELL, YOU MAY 

GO NOW. HERACLIUS 
ANO YOU WILL BEGIN 
PRACTICING 
TOMORROW. 


I CAN MAKE IT FOR YOU, BARBARIAN. 
BUT TO ORAW A 
ONE, YOU’O 

ABLE STRENGTH. “ 


OON’T WORRY ABOUT 
THAT, BOWYER. MAKE IT OF 
A WOOD BOTH FLEXIBLE 
ANO STRONG. THAT'S 

ALL I'M ASKING. 
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YOU AIMED TOO HIGH. BY LOOKING UP WHILE 


STILL MAINTAINING THE ALIGNMENT OF YOUR 
EYE, THE ARROW, ANO THE TARGET, YOU WILL 
AUTOMATICALLY LOWER YOUR BOW SLIGHTLY — 


SEEP THE RESTIS A 
QUESTION OF COMMUNION 
BETWEEN YOUR MINO, 


YOU ANO | ARE PARTNERS BECAUSE 
YOUR FATHER WISHES TO SEE YOU 
GO TO THE EMPEROR’S COURT. 


THE BETTER TO 
GET RIO OF ME, 
| KNOW. THAT'S NOT 
ALL THERE |S TO IT, 
THOUGH, BARBARIAN. 


UKE TO WIN THAT TOURNAMENT — THE SAME AS ALL 
THE OTHER GOVERNORS, ACTUALLY — IS THAT 
THE PROVINCE THAT IS DECLARED THE OVERALL 
VICTOR ACROSS ALL FIELDS IS EXEMPTED 
FROM IMPERIAL TAXES FOR A YEAR. 


LORD 
HERACLIUS... 
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AOSUST THE ANGLE OF YOUR EYE IN 
THE DIRECTION OF YOUR MISTAKE. 


eo HEN Ware oe. 


TEAMING UP WITH YOU | SPAREO YOUR 
WILL ONLY SERVE TO LIFE BECAUSE 
HUMILIATE ME FURTHER, MINE WAS NO 
AS YOU HUMILIATED ME LONGER IN DAN- 
THAT OAY WHEN YOU GER. IT WASN'T 


SPARED MY LIFE. MY INTENTION TO 
' SHAME YOU. 


YOUR LITTLE 
REOHEADED 
SLAVE... SHE 
MANAGED TO 

ESCAPE... 


SHE'D FOUND HER WAY 

INTO THE HOLD OF A TRADE 

{ SHIP. FORTUNATELY, A 
SAILOR SAW HER ANO THE 

\._ CAPTAIN INFORMED ME. 


SHE FOUGHT LIKE A ; |i 
POSSESSED WOMAN. = wits | SERVANTS ANO SLAVES ON THE 
1HAD TO ROUGH /WHATIS IT, MY PRETTY? ie Fe ESPLANADE. | WILL PUNISH THAT 
HER UP A BIT. 4 CONT YOU LIKE IT ANY a, eae _ GINGER PANTHER MYSELF. 
; MORE AT YOUR NICE | / m1 ; : N | 


MASTER'S? 


A SECOND ATTEMPT 
ANO HER NOSE AND 
EARS WILL BE CUT 


A THIRO MEANS OEATH. 

AS THIS WOMAN IS MY PERSONAL 
SLAVE, | HAVE DECIDED TO METE 
OUT THE PUNISHMENT SHE 
DESERVES MYSELF. 


OON'T, TIAGO. 
THERE'S NOTHING 
YOU CAN 00. 


SCREAM, YOU 
LITTLE VIXEN! 
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GOODBYE, LITTLE 
BARBARIAN. YOU WON'T 
HAVE ENSOYED YOUR 
FREEDOM LONG. 
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J / YOU'RE RIGHT. TO START WITH, 
TRAE. Hocite tec A ILL TRY TO FINO A WAY NOT TO 


PARTICIPATE IN THAT TOURNAMENT. 
TL Pee acon Mtoe Our OPPORTUNITIES SHOULO 
MORE DIFFICULT LATER / IMPROVE IF THE GOVERNOR, 
ONcENeRe athe count AMM SOLES RNASE” ret 
OF THAT EMPEROR. 1S ILENIYA. HER, BUT | REFUSE 
TO JEOPARDISE 
OUR CHANCES 


FOR THAT 
GIRL. 


ILENIYA IS ONE OF MY 

PEOPLE, AARICIA. SHE 
HELPED US IN THE CITY 
BENEATH THE SANO, ANDO 
HER FIANCE SACRIFICED, 


WITH US... SHE SUFFERED WITH 
US... WE CAN'T SIMPLY LEAVE 
HER TO HER FATE. ESPECIALLY 

NOW THAT HER BROTHER 
IS DEAD. 


ARE YOU 
GETTING SWEET 
ON HER? 


THAT IS TRUE. BUT 
RIGHT NOW SHE'S 
HALF DEAD AND 

UNDER CLOSE GUARD 
BY THAT MONSTER’S 

HENCHMEN. MAKING 

OUR OWN ESCAPE 
WITH THE CHILOREN 
WILL BE DIFFICULT 
ENOUGH AS IT IS. 


OON'T BE RIDICULOUS. THEN OUR ESCAPE 
IT'S SUST THAT | CAN'T 

ABIDE THE IDEA OF LEAV- ‘ " We eve ATTEMPT IE 

ING HER IN THE HANDS UW ANO We’LL SUFFER 

OF THAT MAD BOY. p THE CONSEQUENCES. 

Fa - COME, LET'S GO TO 

BED. WE'LL DISCUSS IT 

AGAIN TOMORROW. 


*SEE PREVIOUS VOLUME. 


THE FIRST SHIPS ARE 
LEAVING FOR SYRENIA WITH 
THE CHARIOTS ANO HORSES 

ANO ALL THE EQUIPMENT 

TO SET UP OUR CAMP. 
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THE COURT ANO THE ATHLETES VV SPEAKING OF | a = YOU NO LONGER WANT TO BE 
feat [ndisatser Se 
THE WEATHER PROMISES TO EXCELLENCY... $ F i 

BE FAIR. THIS TOURNAMENT FRIEND ANO WHIPPEO THAT POOR 
WILL BE A FINE CELEBRATION, A= = GIRL HALF TO DEATH?. 
MASTER THORGAL. —— 


THAT... ER... 
THAT'S EXACTLY IT, 
EXCELLENCY. 


LET ME TELL YOU A SECRET, 
BARBARIAN. | DON'T LIKE MY 
SON. HE’S A CRUEL, PRIDEFUL 
ANO CLOSE-MINOED BRUTE AND 
CONFUSES THE EXERCISE OF 
POWER WITH OESPOTISM. IT'S 
PROBABLY MY FAULT. 
| DION’T RAISE HIM 
WELL. 


= "] 

5 PERFECT. 
HELL Hive TO Pace COURIERS an TIERUS. NORTH-EAST FROM THE 
HIS FLAWS ANO VICES WILL BT Gi HARBOUR? 
BECOME HIS BEST WEAPONS, fii" ie 
ANO HE’LL THRIVE THERE, 
LIKE A CROCODILE IN A 
MUDDY RIVER. 


LET'S GO BACK 
TO THE TERRACE 
A MOMENT, MASTER 
THORGAL... 


IT'S HEADING TOWARDS 
THE CAPITAL, LOADED WITH PRESENTS 
S FOR THE EMPEROR ANDO THE 


CROWN PRINCE. LOOK AT 
THE BOW, ON THE TOP 
DECK. 


YOUR REACTION WAS 
COMPLETELY PREDICTA- 
BLE, BARBARIAN. IF YOU 
EVER WANT TO SEE YOUR 
FAMILY AGAIN, YOU HAVE 
NO CHOICE LEFT BUT TO 
WIN THE ARCHERY 
TOURNAMENT WITH 
HERACLIUS! 


. 
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G 


CAN YOU 00 AS 
WELL WITH THAT 
BIGARRE, CROOKED 
BOW YOU HAD 


| TOLO YOU BE- 

FORE... | OON’T 

KILL WHERE THERE 
IS NO NEEO TO. 

NEITHER ANIMALS 

NOR GOVERNOR'S 
SONS. 


O10 YOU HEAR HOW THAT 
BARBARIAN SPEAKS TO 
ME? YOU, AT LEAST, 

HAVE LEARNED TO BE 
MORE ODOCILE. COME; 
LET'S JOIN MY DEAR 
PARENTS AT THE 

STERN. 
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SYRENIA, AT 
LAST! | WON'T BE 
SORRY TO BE 
ON ORY LAND 


= 


THE Da gil OF ue TEN 


PROVING: N OVER THREE 
OAYS OF TRL ii POUR DISCIPLINES: 
CHARIOT RACING, WRES 0 


‘E 


FIGHTING NG ARCHE 
PROVINCE CAN ONLY FIEL oTWo 
ATHLETES PER DISCIPLINE, WITH 


NO REPLACEMENTS ALLOWED. 


Oe Gea WILL BE ELIMINATED, 
AND A eae IN ON Hg Cara DAY. 


ON THE O ANO LAST DAY, THE 
FOUR REMAINING PROVINCES WILL 


COMPETE FOR THE CROWN. 


THE ee PROVINCE WILL BE THE 
ONE THA Byrd IN THE MOST a 
ON THAT LAST DAY. IN CASE OF 
ORAW, A FINAL TRIAL WILL BE PICKED 
R. ANDOMLE TO shall THE 


LET THE ATHLETES OF THE TEN PROVINCES 
OF THE EMPIRE PARADE BEFORE THEIR PRINCE! 
LET THE clang ae LET THE BEST 
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AT 120 PACES! 


| Ni TARGETS 
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THANKS TO HE WAS THE ONLY IT WASN'T HARD 
YOUR BARBARIAN, ONE TO PUT BOTH OF WITH THAT STRANGE 
YOU'RE LEADING HIS ARROWS IN THE CROOKED BOW. 
THE ARCHERY BULLSEYE AT I8O WE'LL SEE IF HE 
COMPETITION. PACES. CAN USE IT AS 
EFFECTIVELY IN 
TOMORROW’S 


TRIAL, THOUGH, 


I'VE HAO ENOUGH OF WATCHING BUT ... SHE'S MY 
YOU TREAT THAT POOR GIRL LIKE AN J SLAVE! ICAN 00 WHAT, 
ANIMAL. UNTIE HER IMMEDIATELY. | WANT WITH HER! 


TO HIM BEFORE THE END OF THE : 
TOURNAMENT, OF COURSE... ( ANO I'M 
WHAT ARE YOU YOUR FATHER — 
WAITING FOR? GO OBEY ME! 
ANO MAKE THAT x 
LEOPARD SOME 
CUBS! OR ARE YOU 
AFRAIO OF GETTING 
SCRATCHEO? of 
HA! HA! 


THIS IS A BAD IDEA, WHERE IS THORGAL? 
FATHER. SHE’S A WILD THE PRINCE WAS EXTREME- 

THING. SHE'LL TRY LY IMPRESSED WITH HIS 

TO ESCAPE. PERFORMANCE. ‘a 

WHERE WOULD SHE 

GOP THIS ISLANO IS ! OON’T KNOW 

TINY ANO UNINHABITED. WHERE HE IS, 

ANO HER WHIPPING WAS ANO | DON’T CARE. 

AMPLE PUNISHMENT. HAVING HIM AS MY 

| DISLIKE UNNECESSARY TEAMMATE IS BAD 

CRUELTY, HERACLIUS. ENOUGH. 


| HOPE YOU CAN 
HANOLE YOURSELF 
ON AHORSE, 
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AT THE ENO OF THIS SECOND DAY, 
THE PROVINCES OF FONANIT, THRACE, 
PONTUS ANDO ANATOLIA ARE STILL IN 
THE RUNNING. MAY THE HEAVENS GIVE 

VICTORY TO THE BEST OF THEM! 


1AM. ANDO 
WHO ARE 


MY NAME 
WOULD MEAN 
NOTHING TO YOU. 


ILENIYAI... ILENIYAY... 
WHERE ARE YOU, YOU 
LITTLE VIXEN/? 


WELL DONE, 
HERACLIUS! THANKS 
TO YOU, WE'VE KEPT 


OUR LEAD. | SHOULD NEVER HAVE 


OBEYED MY FATHER 
ANO UNTIED HER. AS 
SOON AS | FINO HER, 
I'LL WHIP THE SOLES OF 

Cl HER FEET BLOODY — 
THAT'LL TEACH HER. 


| CARE NOTH- 
ING FOR YOUR 

COMPLIMENTS, 
BARBARIAN. 


ARE YOU THE BARBAR- 
IAN THEY CALL 
THORGAL? 


YOUR GOVERNOR TOLO ME ABOUT 
YOU. IT SEEMS YOU'RE NOT ONLY 
A REMARKABLE ARCHER BUT 
ALSO A BRAVE ANDO WISE MAN. 


WHERE 00 YOU HAIL FROM, 
FAR AWAY. TOO FAR AWAY. 


| HAVE TRAVELLED KNOWN 
ANO UNKNOWN LANOS WITH MY 
FAMILY, CHASING A OREAM OF 
FREEDOM. BUT ALL | EVER FOUND 
WERE MISERY, HATRED AND TYRANNY. 
AS IF MAN HAD BEEN CURSED 
BY THE VERY GODS WHO 
CREATED HIM. 


FREE TO 00 WHAT? 
PARTICIPATE IN A 
TOURNAMENT I CARE 
NOTHING ABOUT TO THEN 
OOIN THE SERVICE OF 
AN EMPEROR | HAVE 
NEVER HEARD OF? 


YOU WERE SOLD 
AS A SLAVE, BUT 
YOU ARE A FREE 
MAN ONCE 
MORE. 


AN EMPEROR TO 
WHOM M4 WIFE ANO 

CHILOREN WERE 
OFFERED AS GIFTS, 
ALONG WITH PIECES 
OF JEWELLERY AND 

OTHER VALUABLE 
TRINKETS. OURS IS A 
STRANGE FREEDOM 
INDEED. | BID YOU 
GOOD NIGHT. 


O10 YOU HEAR THATI? IF WE 
WIN THIS RANGE TRIAL, WE'LL 
BE EVEN WITH THOSE BIG 
THRACIAN BRUTES. 


WE HEARD, FATHER. 
LEAVE US, NOW. 


THIRO OAY OVER, THE PROVINCE OF 
THRACE HAS WON THE WRESTLING 
ANO SWORD FIGHTING TRIALS, WHILE 
THE PROVINCE OF PONANT HAS WON 
THE CHARIOT RACE ANO IS LEADING 
IN THE ARCHERY COMPETITION. 
THEREFORE, THE PROVINCES 
OF FONTHS ANO ANATOLIA ARE 
ELIMINATED. 
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MY SON IS STILL 


U 
IS AFIRST-CLASS 
ARCHER. 
Ry 


(~~ —" 


Arecoro! = °: 
NO ONE HAS 
EVER FIRED 
30 FAR! 


EE, URT, 
ANO MY FATHER WILL HAVE 
TO PAY TAXES LIKE Ps 
EVERY YEAR. 
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WAIT... WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING? 


I’M FOLLOWING ONE 
OF THE BASIC RULES IN 
LIFE, HERACLIUS: NEVER 

GIVE UP AS LONG AS 
YOU STILL HAVE AN 
ARROW TO LOOSE. 


REGAROLESS OF 

THE RESULTS AFTER 

THE TIEBREAKING 

TRIAL, | WANT THIS 

MAN IN) MY PERSONAL 
SERVICE. 


ee HIGHNESS. IT WILL BE 
| A GREAT HONOUR FOR 
Ma ME, YOUR HIGHNESS. 


At 


SHE'S BEEN HIDING BAH. AS | SAID: THIS 
FOR TWO DAYS. | KNEW ISLANO IS TINY. I'LL 
IT. YOU SHOULON’T SEND OUR MEN TO 
HAVE FORCED ME FLUSH HER OUT BEFORE 
TO RELEASE HER. WE SET SAIL TONIGHT. 
; ANYWAY, THERE ARE 

MORE IMPORTANT 

THINGS TO DISCUSS, 

HERACLIUS... 


AS FATE WOULD HAVE IT, THE TRIAL 
THAT WILL DECIDE THE WINNER 
BETWEEN THE TWO PROVINCES IS 
TO BE AN ARCHERY TEST: DOVE 
SHOOTING. IT'LL BEGIN IN LESS 


THAN AN HOUR. HAVING WON THE REGULAR 
RK : COMPETITION, YOU ARE | 

ALREAOY CERTAIN OF ( 

GOING TO THE EMPEROR'S a 

COURT. BUT THIS LAST TRIAL IN OTHER WORDS, \ 

WILL DETERMINE VICTORY IN [MY A WHOLE YEAR ; 

THE OVERALL TOURNAMENT. MMB FREE OF TAX. Jam in 


ANO HONOUR, 
HERACLIUS. 
HONOUR! 


THEN, LET'S 
ORINK TO OUR 
FAIR PROVINCE'S 
HONOUR. 


N 


ANO FOR YOU, MASTER THORGAL, 
MORE THAN ENOUGH TO BUY 
THE FREEDOM OF YOUR WIFE 

ANDO CHILOREN AND BUILD 
THEM A HOME. 


IF YOU WIN, | WILL GIVE 
YOU EACH SO GOLD COINS. 
ENOUGH TO SET YOURSELF 
UP IN THE CAPITAL ACCORDING 

TO YOUR RANK, 
HERACLIUS.. 


We’LL WIN, 
EXCELLENCY. YOUR 
SON IS VERY GOOD 

AT SHOOTING AT 
BIRDS. 


42 


EACH TEAM WILL HAVE TEN TEN BRONGE YOU'RE ON. THE 
ARROWS. THERE WILL BE FOUR \ COINS ON THE PONANT TEAM 
RELEASES OF TEN DOVES a 4 


EACH. GET READY! 


li AFTER THE FIRST 
») RELEASE, BOTH TEAMS 
HAVE THREE. 


THRACIANS 


ONLY HAVE FIVE 
ARROWS LEFT 
— THE PONANT 
TEAM HAS SIX. 
¥ I'M NOT GIVEN 
” MUCH OF A CHOICE. 
I STILL FIND THIS 
TESTUNNECESSARILY | 
CRUEL. L 
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SIX TO FIVE FOR THE PROVINCE 
OF PONANT AFTER THE 
SECOND RELEASE! 


AND WE 
STILL HAVE 
THREE ARROWS, 
WHEREAS YOU 
ONLY HAVE 
TWO LEFT... 


YOUR BELLY IS Ty LOOK... THE 
STARTING TO BURN, IS -\ BARBARIAN IS 
IT? ANO YOUR HEAD STUMBUNG.., 
FEELS HEAVY? q 


V EXHAUSTION, 
PERHAPS. OR 
SUNSTROKE. 


JN 


SURELY YOU OION’T THINK | WAS 
GOING TO SHARE MY TRIUMPH 

WITH YOU, YOU FOOL? ENSOY 
WHATEVER HELL YOU 
BELIEVE IN. HA! HA! 


TWO DOVES! 
TWO DOVES WITH 
THREE ARROWS, 
ANO | WIN! 
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SOMETHING'S 
\ GOING ON. 


THIRO 
RELEASE! 


WE’RE PRACTICALLY 
CERTAIN TO WIN NOW. YOU'VE 
PLAYED YOUR ROLE WELL, 
BARBARIAN. ANDO THAT 

ROLE IS NOW OVER. 


MUST BE THE WINE. 
IT'S NEVER WISE TO 
ORINK BEFORE A 
COMPETITION 
— OION’T YOU 
KNOW? 


AARICIA, 
GIVE ME THE Vy 
STRENGTH... 


OUR LAST 
ARROWS! IT’S 
ALL OR NOTH- 

ING, MY 

BROTHER! 


HE 
MISSEO! 


YESSSS... 
VICTORY IS— 


ONE DOVE! SUST 

A SINGLE DOVE WITH 
MY LAST ARROW, 
ANO | WILL BE LIKE 

\ UNTO A GOO! 


THE 
BARBARIAN! 
WE HAVE TO... 


[/ SEVEN ALL AFTER THE 
THIRD RELEASE! 


NO! THE RULES OF 
THE TOURNAMENT FORBID 
US FROM INTERVENING 
BEFORE THE TRIALS ARE 
OVER — NO MATTER WHAT. 


| THAT WOMANI... 
THAT WOMANI... 


I'M COMING, 
TIAGO... 


THE TIDE IS GOING TO H , HE WAS MY SON, 


SN Qe TIGRUS. HE WAS 
We MUST SET a a CRUEL, ANO VAIN, 


BUT HE WAS MY 
OWN FLESH. 


COME, 

LORD. | WILL 
HAVE HIM 
BROUGHT ONTO 
THE SHIP. 


We’LL BHILO HIM A WHO ARE THOSE 
MAUSOLEUM IN THE PEOPLE? 
GARDENS OF THE PALACE, 
WON'T WEP + 


CELEBRATING 
THEIR HALF- 
VICTORY. 


Eee 


CTA, 


‘ 


a 


OF MAUSOLEUMS, ¥ 
EXCELLENCY. 

WITH THE FINEST Ai se 
MARBLE. ‘ 


AS THE TWO PROVINCES ; a : ae ‘ OUR GRAND PRIZE... 
FINISHEO TIEO FOR THE A 8 er | \ = HOW HOLLOW IT 
TOURNAMENT, THE PRINCE [i fe . 3 FEELS, TIBRUS. 
GRANTEO EACH A HOW HOLLOW! 
SIX-MONTH TAX PR 
EXEMPTION. 


ANO THE YES, EXCELLENCY. 


? | PROBABLY POISONED 
poe |} 64 THAT MAD GIRL WHO 
100? KILLED YOUR SON. WE'LL J 


NEVER KNOW. 
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THIS BRAVE MAN DESERVES A PROPER 
GRAVE. BURY HIM WITH HIS BOW AT THE 
TOP OF THE HILL, WHERE HE LIKED TO 
LOOK AT THE OCEAN. 


HIGHNESS! 


THIS GROUND 
IS ROCK HARD, 
TOO. IT'S GOING 
TO TAKE US 
HOURS. 


NEXT EPISODE: KRISS OF VALOR 


O10 YOU HEAR HIS: 
ge YOU Ne 


PFFF... HOW COME IT’S 

ALWAYS THE SAME ONES 

WHO GET THE CRAP 
d08S? 


OUST LEAVE HIM LIKE 
THIS. APART FROM THE 
SEAGULLS AND THE ANTS, 
WHO'S EVER GOING 
TO KNOW? 


YOU'LL SEE. THIS IS GOING TO 
MAKE US MISS THE WINE AND MEAT 
THEY PROMISED TO HANO OUT 
AT THE ENO OF THE 
TOURNAMENT. 


ANO WHEN WE COME BACK 

IN FIVE YEARS, WE'LL HAVE 

ANICE, CLEAN SKELETON 

TO PLAY KNUCKLEBONES 
WITH! HA! HA! 


